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You are the light of the
world. A city set on a hill
cannot be hidden.
(Matt. 5:15)

Increasing Faith

“Increase our faith!” and, “Your faith has made you well.” That’s sort of
how our reading for this Lord’s day begins and ends (Lk. 17:5; 18:42). The first is
the apostles’ appeal to the Lord; the second is his assurance to a blind beggar.
Surely we identify with the former statement and long to hear the latter. If so, we
might take what happens in between them as instruction about how transfor-
mation from one to the other occurs.

Faith increases as we are simply attending to our duty. The apostles’ excla-
mation was their response what Jesus commanded about forgiving (17:4). His an-
swer indicates that even when they had done it, they would still only be unworthy
servant who had done their duty, for they themselves had been forgiven many
times (17:10).

It's when what we do is compelled by gratitude that faith increases. One
fellow, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, and, praising God with a loud
voice, fell on his face at the feet of Jesus and thanked him (17:15-16). He was exer-
cising his faith; it could grow (17:19).

Increasing faith occupies itself with the rule of God in the ordinary events of
everyday life. It sees that his kingdom is within us, among us in the person of
Christ, in our midst wherever he is obeyed (17:21). Faith deepens as we’re follow-
ing him rather than while we’re fascinated with times and events.

Faith increases in the lives of humble people who pray without losing heart.
It was the persistent widow who had faith (18:8), and it was the tax collector hum-
bly pleading for mercy who was justified (18:14). Contrary to what we’d expect,
maturing faith receives the kingdom of God like a little child (18:17).

It's when we’ll leave anything for the sake of the kingdom of God, with the
conviction that it’s more than worth it, that faith has been increasing toward its
object (18:29-30). We are, after all, following one who endured everything that can
be endured before he arose (18:31-33).

Our faith will have made us well when we, as beneficiaries of his mercy,
follow him in front of everybody, no matter what, honoring God through him
(18:43). I am very thankful to be around a group of people like you who seeking to

that very thing. Bill McFarland
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~Appreciate Your Prayers~

Carl Tindall is set to begin his treatments December 14. He will & Ruth’s son), Don Todd and Ron Todd (Connie Fortner’s

have 28 of them. o , o ) brothers), Karen Duncan, Tom Meeks, Bonnie Cole, Vicky
Mw.gs‘tﬁ(\hrglma Hayter’s mom) is in the hospital. Thomas (Tommy & Betty Grabber’s niece), Becky Marsolf, Pat
Dwayne Williams (Nancy Snider’s cousin) is in the hospital in Blackburn. Dennis & Carolyn Smith. Wanda Lou Hurd
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(Nancy Snider’s cousin), Alice Daniels, John Alspaugh (Ruth
Lund’s brother), Linda (Sue Aherin’s sister-in-law), Jacquelyn
Raines (Kim Maples grandmother), Beverly Hammond
(Coyeatte Ewing’s mom), Sandie Shelby (Lucile High’s niece),
Sherrie Stern (Shirlane Horton’s sister), Chris Low (Sheryl
Low’s son), Steve Barnet (Kerry Cole’s brother-in-law), Ima
Coleman (Sara Keener’s friend)

Continued prayers for health:
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Green’s nephew), Ruth Raines, Meshell Fox, (Coyeatte Ewing’s
sister), David High (Lucile High’s son), Robert Raines (Denzil
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