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Not From Here

Jesus stood before Pilate with the destiny of us all at stake.
When he was questioned by that unprincipled regional agent for the
Roman emperor, the Lord said, “My kingdom is not of this world...
My kingdom is not of this realm...You would have no authority over

Me at all, if it had not been given to you from above...” (Jn. 18:36;
19:11; NASB).

As his disciple, what would you have thought? What if you'd
been expecting the Messiah to take a stand against the
stubbornness and insensitivity of authorities like Pilate? What if
you’d been praying for relief from the imperial domination exercised
by Tiberius, thinking that’'s what everyone needed more than
anything? What if you’d known that three or four years down the
road that very power would be assumed by a mad man like
Caligula?

Even more, what if it were clear that, though he gave this
answer, he had the power to respond in a much different way?
After all, throughout his ministry he demonstrated the courage to
confront injustice. Also, only a few days earlier he called a dead
man out of his tomb. And, just hours before this conversation he
put a man’s severed ear back, emphasizing that twelve legions of
angels would at once be put at his disposal upon his appeal.

So what’s going on here? The possible answers are limited.
One is that Jesus doesn’t care enough about his own fate or ours
to seize the moment and correct the civil inequities in the system.
The other is that Jesus sees that our real need is deeper, the evil in
our lives and the death in our future, and that he knows such a
need requires a remedy no kingdom of this world can provide.

It's the latter. Jesus’ answer indicates that he means to give
us a more valuable and permanent triumph than one over any
system a fellow like Pilate might ever represent. Clean hearts,
upright lives, whole relationships, and living hope—that’s the
interest of a kingdom that’s not from here.

--Bill McFarland
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regarding the Sunday,
March 14th activity.

March Anniversaries

14 Bobby & Linda Steinshouer - 41 years
16 Tim & Marty Stockstill — 42 years

19 Greg & Lee Ann Donoho — 45 years
30 Daniel & Terri Wilson - 35 years
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We have been so blessed by all the cards we re-
THAN ceived for our 67th anniversary and also the cards,
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Bob & Betty Stockstill
(They could use all the help they can get!)
= Additional prayers for health concerns:

Please keep Linda Barnett in your prayers as she Alice Daniels, Kenneth Funk (Beverly McCormick’s brother), David High
continues to deal with COVID. ~ Makesha Davis (Lucile High’s son), Van & Barbara Barnes, Julie Alexander, Ron Bower,
will be having surgery on Maré:h m Betty Grabber, Izumi Loomis’ mother, Sandra Pingenot, Bob & Leona

) ., 9 gery s Snider, Beverly Hammond (Coyeatte Ewing’'s mom), Ann Freeze (Jo
Gillespie’s surgery went well and §he should .be Baggett's mom), Dennis & Carolyn Smith, Ruth Lindsey (Jon Davis’
home now. ~ Don Tracy went to his doctor this grandmother), Wendy Williams (Kerry Cole’s cousin), Dorothy (David
week and was referred to a Cardiologist. ~ John Grimm’s mother),
Mahon has started therapy and needs prayers as | = = ;———————=o
he continues to recover. ~ Ruth Lund’s brother, j \
John Alspaugh, has Parkinson's and is not doing
well. ~ Truman and Helen Coltrane continue to : M
need our prayers. ~ Marlene Matthew is having Pat Blackburn
serious stomach problems. ~ Carol McCann’s Ron Bower
brother, Henry, has been diagnosed with lung : Mavy Bratcher
cancer. ~ Ruth Raines is doing a little better eve- ; Dow Essers
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daughter, Victoria Lacy, had her “last radiation : Doviy Tobler
treatment” this week. ~ Nancy Snider is still hav- Dennis & Corolyn
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-law, Linda, is doing somewhat better. ~ \ /




